Menard County Trails & Greenways

Meeting Minutes

Date:                5 June 2008, 7:00 PM

Location:          New Salem Visitor Center

Attendance: 
  18 members and guests 

Minutes

The minutes of the May meeting were not available for review.

Financial Report 

The current balance in all funds is $13,892.40. This includes $934.70 designated for the Tree Fund. Jerry Boutelle moved to accept the financial report; Paul Feldtmose seconded the motion. The motion carried.

All Craft Race
Brady Lawrence and Phil Wood proposed that the former Sangamon River All-Craft race be resurrected in some form. They plan to present the idea to other groups and government bodies as well. MT&G members expressed interest pending resolution of any safety and liability concerns, and Scott Hewitt volunteered to coordinate on behalf of MT&G.

Fitness Trail
The first three stations will cost $1619 plus $212 delivery. We have 50-50 matches totaling $1831.40. Jim Nelson moved, as amended, that this first phase of the project be approved with the stipulation that all future components will be paid for with funds raised for the specific purpose of the project (similar to Tree Fund projects) with no further funding from the general trail budget. Guy Sternberg seconded the amended motion. The amended motion carried.

Shick-Shack Trail
Guy Sternberg and Mindy Bumgarner will work with New Salem naturalist interns Kristen Bess and Ashley Phillips on 6 June to identify and GPS trees and other features along the trail. Walt Erchinger has volunteered to route numbered markers for the locations, and Candy Knox confirmed that New Salem will provide treated 2x4 lumber for this purpose. The interns need to complete work on the Mentor Graham trail before developing the brochure for Shick-Shack. The trail also needs additional stump lowering, as well as selective pruning of the elm below the bench and the cottonwood along Route 97 which partially block the view. Planting of a tree(s) to hide the utility pole also is needed, as is extensive control of invasive exotic species throughout the trail area and especially along the north part of the loop. The primary exotic weeds are Korean honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii) and autumn olive (Elaeagnus umbellata).

River Update
Scott Hewitt would like to have us consider holding a sanctioned canoe race, and will provide more details at the July meeting. We also have the annual Fall Foliage Float scheduled for 18-19 October.

Long Gait 

Edie Sternberg gave a summary report of the Long Gait hike held on 26 May. We had more than 80 participants.

Rain Garden 

Jim Nelson will excavate the area behind the New Salem visitor center on 6 June, and MT&G volunteers and friends will help install the rain garden on 7 June. It is rumored that David Hedrick might demonstrate his prowess with a large soil auger. More than 1000 plants will be planted.

Historic Trees
Guy Sternberg has ordered 8 signs for trees to be recognized via this program. We have been offered a quantity discount (usually given for a 10-sign minimum). 

Wayside
Edie Sternberg reported on the recent work at the Wayside. Scott Hewitt, Alan Gardner and Guy Sternberg volunteered to share mowing duties, hopefully with assistance from Ben Kinningham (not present) and trimming assistance from other volunteers with small mowers and weed-eaters. We also have been promised some Acephate to treat the Wayside Haw for Japanese beetles this year as part of a research program. 

Adopt-A-Highway 

The next highway cleanup day will be at 6:00 PM on 30 June and will cover our new area from the New Salem entrance north to the city limits of Petersburg. Volunteers should meet at the old Wagon Wheel building at New Salem on Route 97, next to the statue area we have been planting. We may select a more central meeting point for the future.
Harvest Fest
The date has been confirmed as 19-20 September.

Election of Officers
The following officers and agents were recommended by election committee members Jim Hart and David Hedrick for the term beginning 1 July:

President – Jim Nelson;  Vice President – Walt Erchinger;  Recording Secretary – Jennifer Gardner;  Treasurer – Shelly Knuppel;  Grants & Program Funding – Dick Westfall;  Public Relations and Publicity – Edie Sternberg

Karen Schainker moved to elect the slate by acclamation, and Candy Knox seconded; the motion carried.

Membership Renewals
Dues are payable as of 1 July for the fiscal year. Edie Sternberg has a membership spreadsheet which she will maintain for the new board. She will send out a renewal notice via e-mail.
Trail Dates
Saturday 7 June is National Trails’ day, designated by "American Trails."  The date always falls on the first Saturday in June. This might be a good opportunity for promotion and assistance for future Long Gait hikes.

Trail Trees
Dick Westfall mentioned the possibility of having a "Trail Tree" donation program set up to raise funds. Unfortunately, by this time, the substitute secretary had his mind on ice cream and further details were not recorded. Hopefully it will be discussed at the July meeting.

Adjournment
Guy Sternberg, for David Hedrick, Secretary
File: MCT&Gminutes06-08



